Ethambutol-induced toxic epidermal necrolysis.
Toxic epidermal necrolysis (TEN) is a severe cutaneous reaction that most commonly is related to drug exposure and that clinically can be confused with other bullous dermatoses, particularly staphylococcal scalded skin syndrome (SSSS) and erythema multiforme major (the Stevens-Johnson syndrome). We report the first case, to our knowledge, of TEN associated with ethambutol hydrochloride administration. Toxic epidermal necrolysis can be partially differentiated from other bullous dermatoses by history and clinical presentation. Microbiological results (eg, the isolation of Staphylococcus aureus in SSSS) and immunological studies (eg, the demonstration of immune complexes in the Stevens-Johnson syndrome) may aid in differentiation, but ultimately the diagnosis depends on histopathological examination of involved skin.